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Abstract

The principle of comparative advantages has generally been attributed to David Ricardo and Robert
Torrens. However, some economists highlight the role of James Mill in its creation. In this paper,
we study Mill’s works from Commerce Defended (1808) to the third edition of Elements of
Political Economy. We show that formulation of the principle in Mill’s early works was incomplete.
Later, his publications are inconsistent — while his definition from year 1818 is correct, definitions
from the period 1821 — 1826 contain grave errors. Consequently, we come to the conclusion that
Mill cannot be considered co-author of the principle of comparative advantages; though we believe
his role as a propagator of the principle is irreplaceable.
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Abstrakt

Za autorov principu komparativnych vyhod st najcastejSie povazovani David Ricardo a Robert
Torrens. Niektori ekondmovia vSak upozoriiuji na vyznamnu rolu Jamesa Milla v procese jeho
kreovania. V predkladanom ¢lanku skimame Millove diela od Obhajoby obchodu (1808) po 3.
vydanie Elementov politickej ekonomie (1826) z hladiska ich prinosu k formulécii principu.
Ukazujeme, Zze v prvych dielach bola Millova formulécia principu neuplni. Poukazujeme na
Millovu neskorSiu nekonzistentnost’, ked’ jeho definicia z roku 1818 je spradvna, a v definiciach z
rokov 1821 — 1826 sa vyskytujii vazne chyby. Z ¢asového aj obsahového hladiska prichadzame k
zaveru, Ze Mill nemdze byt povaZzovany za spoluautora principu komparativnych vyhod; vyznamne
vSak prispel k jeho rozsireniu medzi odbornu verejnost’.t
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